
Dear Parishioners, 
 It has been some time since we have gathered together as a community for the celebration of Holy Mass.  In the past few 

months we have come to realize that there is not much  in our world that is as it used to be.  One that is for certain, however, and this 

is that Jesus Christ remains the same.  As we prepare to come together again as the parish of St. Teresa of Avila we need to  realize 

that the manner in which we gather will have to undergo some changes.  This is to ensure the safety of all in our parish and in our 

community.  What you will find below is a guide to help you to know what to do before coming to Mass and what to expect when 

you arrive.  I hope this will be helpful.  Thank  you for your cooperation and patience as we continue to work through this new 

situation in order to celebrate Mass. 

  

SHOULD I COME TO MASS? 

 • Please remember that Archbishop Nelson Perez has extended the dispensation from the Sunday obligation during these days.  For    

        that reason, anyone who is uncomfortable returning to a group setting for Mass should feel free not to come to Mass. 

• Anyone who is in a high risk group such as being over 65 years of age, or with health issues such as heart conditions,            

respiratory issues and diabetes should continue to remain at home and participate in Mass on television. 

• If you are not feeling well on a given day, especially if you are running a fever or have a cough, you should stay home. 

  

BEFORE COMING TO MASS 

 • Be sure to bring your face covering/mask with you, and put it on prior to entering the church. Masks must be worn by all in  

        attendance except for those under the age of two and those who cannot wear them for medical reasons.   

• Hymnals have been removed from the pews.  For the foreseeable future, everyone at Mass will be asked NOT to sing.  In order to 

assist you with this we will recite the Gloria as well as the Mass parts that we usually sing. 

• Please consider bringing hand sanitizer with you. 

• We will not be taking up a collection during the Mass.  Baskets will be at the doors of the church to leave your offering. 

• Please plan to arrive AT LEAST 20 MINUTES prior to Mass time.  An usher will greet you.  Families who live together in the 

same dwelling may sit together.  Individuals should make sure that there is a distance of six feet between them and another  

       person group 

• You will notice that certain pews have tape on them blocking them off.  This is to provide appropriate distance from one  pew to 

another. 

  

WHAT TO EXPECT DURING MASS 

 • For the time being, Mass will be different than we are used to. 

• You will see that aisles for traffic are now one way.  The three center aisles are for traffic moving toward the altar,  the two side 

aisles are for traffic moving away from the altar. 

• There will be no procession at the beginning of Mass.  Please note that the lector, deacon and priest will not be wearing masks while 

performing their functions in the sanctuary.  Masks will be worn for the distribution of Communion. 

• There will not be a procession with the bread and wine. 

• Please do not extend hands to others while praying the Our Father. 

• The priest and deacon will not recess through the center aisle but will return to the sanctuary. 

  

 HOLY COMMUNION 

• At this time, the faithful are asked to receive Holy Communion in the hand. The Precious Blood will not be distributed. 

• Please remain in your pew until the usher directs you to proceed.  There will be one line in the center aisle only.  Please  maintain a 6 

foot distance from others while waiting in line.  Look for marks on the floor designating where to stand. 

• If you are wearing gloves, please remove them for the reception of Communion.  Keep your mask on while going up to      

Communion. 

• When receiving Communion the host will be placed in your hand.  Please step to the side, lower your mask, consume the host and 

replace your mask. 

• The usher will then direct you back to your seat. 

• If you are not going to receive Holy Communion, we ask that you step out of the pew to allows others to pass while maintaining 

social distancing. 

  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

• Please remove everything from the pew as you leave, including used gloves.  Trash cans are provided at each exit for your         

convenience. Bulletins will be available at each exit, please take one. 

• While you may be seeing people that you have not seen in awhile during the time of Mass suspension, please avoid 

socializing.  It is important that our team of volunteers have enough time to clean the church before the next Mass. 

 

Thank you for your understanding, cooperation and patience with our efforts to keep you and our community safe 

well.  God bless you all,   

 Father Jerry Wild 


