
Dear Parishioners,                                   March 30, 2020 

My heart aches because due to this Coronavirus pandemic, we are unable to celebrate Eucharist together for, 
what I hope will be, a brief time.  Please be assured that I will continue to remember you and your family in the 
private Masses that I will be offering.  During these difficult days, while we cannot congregate to celebrate 
Eucharist, it seems to me that the Lord is inviting us to be Eucharist to one another. 
 
This Sunday, the Church throughout the world recalls the entrance of Christ the Lord into Jerusalem to accomplish 
the Paschal Mystery, the mystery of the Lord Jesus’ saving Passion, Death & Resurrection.  Unfortunately, we will 
not be able to celebrate the Church’s liturgies of Holy Week together in a public way due to restrictions regarding 
the Coronavirus pandemic.  The liturgies will be celebrated in our Church as directed by our Archbishop by me and 
our deacons.  Although you may not be there physically, know that you are there by spiritual desire and 
communion…and that the work of redemption continues to be accomplished when the one sacrifice of Christ is 
celebrated and re-represented in the sacred liturgies of the Church for the glory of the Father and for our 
sanctification.  Do take extra time for silence & stillness and take extra time to read the Scriptures & to pray.  
Please go online and see our parish bulletin that will have further suggestions for your Holy Week practices 
(www.stteresaofavilaparish.com).   
 
Now is the time!  The time is here!  We, who are blessed to be a Eucharistic people, are now called to be Eucharist 
to one another.  There are so many ways we can do that: 
 

1.  Praying together in the Sanctuary of the Home for all who are sick and ministering to the sick.  (May I 
recommend for your consideration the Family Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, Prayer of 
Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the Prayer of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary); 

2. Calling up elderly relatives, friends, neighbors, offering to shop for them or pick up medicines or other 
necessities for them; 

3. Preparing meals for families suddenly faced with unemployment. 
 
These are just a few ways in which we can show ourselves to be the Eucharistic people we claim to be.  I am sure 
you, in your own creative ways, can think of myriad other ways in which you might serve others, and thereby 
“worship the Father in Spirit and in truth.” 
 
While this is indeed a health crisis that effects all of us, it is also a financial crisis for many.  Many of our people find 
themselves suddenly unemployed and are experiencing financial distress.  To the extent that we are able, we need 
to help where we can. 
 
It is also my pastoral responsibility to make you aware that our parish is also experiencing financial distress.  As you 
are aware, we are totally dependent on your generosity in our weekly Offeratory to meet our financial obligations.  
Without that income we cannot pay utility and other maintenance bills; pay our staff who are needed to keep the 
parish operating; or meet our need to keep our parish functioning.  Therefore, I have to plead with you to please 
continue to support our parish by mailing in your weekly offering or setting up electronic giving at 
osvonlinegiving.com.  Without your continued support, our parish cannot sustain itself. 
 
With God’s help, the Lord’s love for His Church, our Blessed Mother’s constant intercession on our behalf, and the 
Holy Spirit’s encouragement of your generous hearts, I am confident that we will continue to grow as the 
Eucharistic People of St. Teresa of Avila Parish.  Please know that I love you and constantly am praying for you and 
your Family. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Fr. Jerry Wild  
STA Parish Finance Council (Deacon Frank Lally, Rick McDonald, Kathleen Jackson, Neil Cain, Kate Smith,  
Gina MacDermott) 

http://www.stteresaofavilaparish.com/


 
 


